
 
 

Spring Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, April 1, 2015 

6:00 PM 
The Heritage Society 

1100 Bagby St 
Houston, Texas 77002 

 
 
 

Attendees: Vince Lee, Lorraine Stuart, Andrew Gustafson, Lisa Cruces, Sarah Gesell, 
Annie Golden, Kari Geerdes, Ron Drees, Lin Drees, Matt Richardson, Mary Manning, 
Jeff Warner, Stacey Lavender, Colleen Reilly, Norie Guthrie, Dara Flinn, Emily Vinson, 
Cathy Fitch, Gary Chaffee, Ann Clark, Sarah Jackson, Lee Pecht, Paul R. Scott, Phil 
Montomgery 
 

I. Introductory remarks  

a. President Vince Lee welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked our hosts 

at The Heritage Society.  

b. Going around the room, everyone shared their name, where they work, and 

one “archives idea.”  

 
II. Acceptance of Minutes/Secretary’s Report  

a. Minutes from the February Board meeting here distributed for 

reading/comment.  

b. Board meeting minutes do not need to be approved by the general 

membership.  

 
III. President’s Report  

a. President Vince Lee introduced the year’s theme, audiovisual materials. The 

board will work to coordinate speakers and a roundtable.  

 
IV. Vice President’s Report 

a. Vice President Andrew Gustafson announced he will be contacting members 

regarding Archives Month events and planning.  



 
V. Treasurer’s Report  

a. Treasurer Dara Flinn reviewed the budget as agreed upon at the previous 

Board meeting. Expenses thus far include the website fee and an ad in the SSA 

program.  

b. Dara issued a call for all members to turn in their dues. We are still working 

our way up to our budget figure.  

 
VI. Old Business 

a. The AHA! Wiki has been in disuse for some time, and eliminating it has been 

discussed multiple times. The board is in favor of finally decommissioning it. 

The membership posed no objections.  

 
VII. New Business 

a. Vince shared the board’s recent review of the bylaws, and announced that we 

may seek to make amendments to reflect current realities. Per the bylaws, any 

amendments must be voted on at the December meeting. 

a. The bylaws called for dues paid by Jan.31, but in practice they typically 

get paid at the first meeting. 

b. The bylaws do not include responsibilities for Archives Month in the 

Vice President’s position description, but this is in fact a major part of 

his job.  

c. The bylaws do not codify the webmaster or hospitality positions. There 

was discussion of how to best organize and support these roles.  

b. A member announced that Holocaust Museum Houston is hosting the 2-day 

DAS course: Arrangement and Description of Electronic Records, June 23-24 

c. Introduction of our speaker, Louis Aulbach 

 
VIII. Presentation – Louis Aulbach, Author and Publisher, Guides to the rivers and 

parks of West Texas: Rio Grande, Devils River, Pecos River, and others.  

"Keeping up with the changing nature of archival research -- an 

author's perspective." 

a. Mr. Aulbach’s work started with descriptive guides based on firsthand 

accounts, and over time archives increasingly figured into his work. He 

spoke on the archival work that went into his books, and lessons 

learned in the process.  

b.  “Lesson 1”: Start your research with boxes labeled “misc.” or “general”. 

i. For one book, Aulbach sought to follow the trail of Robert Hill of 

the USGS through the Lower Canyons of the Rio Grande.  

ii. However, he soon discovered that Hill’s notes were “lost.” Hill 

had checked them out from the repository and never returned 

them. After some detective work, Aulbach and his collaborator 



suspected that Hill had later included these when donating his 

papers to SMU. The “lost” notes were found in a box labeled 

“general.” They were used for the journey and the book, copies 

were made for SMU, and the originals were returned to the 

USGS. 

iii. Aulbach’s ensuing book included portions of Hill’s notes for 

historical context.  

c. “Lesson 2”: Look for good indexes, search beforehand, prepare for your 

visit 

i. The next adventure/book featured “The Great Unknown of the 

Rio Grande”—the settlements that had been lost when Big Bend 

became a national park, focused on its “natural” character. 

ii. Research for this book involved attendance at the Big Bend 

Conference, and the archives at Sul Ross. Given the limited time 

for the in-person visit, the online databases were essential for 

planning ahead and making good use of the time. 

d. Large project—750 page history of Buffalo Bayou, as opposed to 100 

page firsthand account river guides. Much more research.  

e. “Lesson 3”: Try to find online access 

f.  “Lesson 4”: Use high grade, customer friendly tools  

g. “Lesson 5”: There are things in personal collections that bring features 

of history you’ll never find in any other way, and if you don’t look for 

them, they may disappear.  

i. Important Camp Logan materials for another book were found 

in two private collections and on Google Books.  

h. Questions from the audience: 

i. Upcoming Books? One about his own family heritage 

ii. Do you still lead boat tours for Buffalo Bayou? Yes 

 

IX. The meeting was adjourned.  


